
Presentation by Americans for the Arts, 8/17/2021
Recording: https://artsu.americansforthearts.org/webinar/281138
Info, tools: https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-
humanities-month

https://artsu.americansforthearts.org/webinar/281138
https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-month


August Member 
Briefing
ADVOCATE AND CELEBRATE DURING 
NATIONAL ARTS & HUMANITIES MONTH

Ann Marie Watson, Senior Manager, Digital Communications Strategy
Lauren Cohen, Government Affairs and Grassroots Manager
Jay Dick, Senior Director of State and Local Government Affairs



What is National Arts & Humanities Month?

• FOCUSING on equitable access to the arts at local, state, and national levels;

• ENCOURAGING individuals, organizations, and diverse communities to participate 
in the arts;

• ALLOWING governments and businesses to show their support of the arts; and

• RAISING public awareness about the role the arts and humanities play in our 
communities and lives.

NAHM was launched in 1985 as “National Arts Week” in honor of the 
20th anniversary of the National Endowment for the Arts. It was 
re-established in 1993 as a month-long celebration with these goals:



Ways to Celebrate

• Ask your city, county, or state government to declare National Arts & Humanities 
Month in your community

• Advocate for increased federal funding for the National Endowment for the Arts & 
National Endowment for the Humanities

• Promote NAHM and your organization’s activities to your local media

• Participate in the #ShowYourArt2021 social media challenge

There are so many ways to uplift the arts and humanities during NAHM. 
These are just a few ideas – check out our website for helpful resources 
and more creative inspiration! 

www.AmericansForTheArts.org/NAHM

http://www.americansforthearts.org/NAHM


NAHM 2021 Federal Advocacy

Administration Budget 
Request

• NEA: $201 Million
• NEH: $177 Million

U.S. House Interior 
Appropriations 
Subcommittee

• NEA: $201 Million
• NEH: $201 Million

Full U.S. House

• NEA: $201 Million
• NEH: $201 Million



NAHM 2021 Federal Advocacy
• With a $33.5 million budget increase, the NEA plans to:

• Designate $13 million to high-poverty neighborhoods, veterans, and 
other underserved groups, over $2 million more than FY 2021 
levels.

• Award over $98 million in programmatic grants to arts projects and 
exemplary artists — about a $39 million increase over FY 2021 
levels.

• Support an additional 3,000 therapeutic encounters with Creative 
Forces creative arts therapists.

• Dedicate $15 million to advance racial equity by investing in grants 
that specifically serve historically underrepresented communities.



NAHM 2021 Federal Advocacy

Ask your U.S. Senators to support the U.S. House-approved FY 2022 
appropriations levels of $201 million each for the NEA and NEH.



NAHM Resolutions

Resolutions are common tools that governments use to highlight and offer 
support for a topic with minimal effort and no financial costs.

All levels of government have some form of resolutions, although they could be 
called proclamations or other similar names.

Resolutions can be used for year-round advocacy and to remind governments 
about what they have previously stated about a topic.



NAHM Sample Resolution 

WHEREAS, the coronavirus has had a devastating impact on America’s arts sector, 
with 99% of producing and presenting organizations having canceled events and 
artists being among the most severely affected segment of the nation’s workforce; yet 
notwithstanding this fact, the arts have helped collectively lead us throughout the 
darkest times of the pandemic—lifting our spirits, unifying communities, and jump-
starting the economy;
WHEREAS, the nation’s arts and culture sector—nonprofit, commercial, education—is 
a $919.7 billion industry that supports 5.2 million jobs—4.3% of the nation’s 
economy—and boasts a $33 billion international trade surplus;
WHEREAS, the nonprofit arts industry alone generates $166.3 billion in economic 
activity annually—spending by organizations and their audiences—which supports 4.6 
million jobs and generates $27.5 billion in government revenue;
WHEREAS, every attendee to an arts event spends $31.47 per person, per event, 
beyond the cost of admission on items such as meals, parking, and lodging—a vital 
income source for local businesses;



NAHM Sample Resolution

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I/we [name and title of elected 
official/body/or organization] do hereby proclaim October as National Arts and 
Humanities Month in [name of community/state] and call upon our community 
members to celebrate and promote the arts and culture in our nation and to 
specifically encourage the greater participation by those said community members in 
taking action for the arts and humanities in their towns and cities.

Sample Resolution under the “get involved” section of the NAHM home page.

https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-month


Obtaining a Resolution

Step 1: Understand what the process is of the government entity that you are going 
to ask for a resolutions, including who has the decision-making power, timelines, etc.

Step 2: Approach your specific elected official (or their staff) with the sample NAHM 
Resolution and ask them to guide it through the process. If possible, get other elected 
officials to commit to supporting it.

Step 3: Attend any hearing or meeting and be ready to testify about the resolution, 
why it is a good thing and why the arts should be recognized in your city/county/state.

Step 4: Once the resolution has been approved, promote it far and wide.

Americans for the Arts’ Resolutions How To Guide

https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/images/2020/events/nahm/NAHM-2020_Proclamation-Howto.pdf


Using NAHM to Promote the Arts

• Starting point to gauge support for the arts and culture in general.
– Has your government ever done anything with regard to the arts? If not, this in itself might be a big deal.
– Resolutions give you the opportunity to educate elected officials about the arts and culture in general.

• Can lead to other legislative asks such funding for the arts, creating or expanding 
city-run office of the arts

• Can also lead to heightened visibility and partnership opportunities for the arts to 
work with other groups such as tourism, economic development, etc.

Resolutions can be great tools in your arsenal to educate elected officials about 
the arts and culture.



Year-Round Advocacy

Don’t limit yourself to this one topic or timeframe.

Use this as an opportunity to expand the arts and culture’s presence in your 
community.

Establish a solid working relationship with your elected officials and their staff.

Understand the needs and goals of your elected officials, and then how the arts 
and culture can help solve this goal.

Always remember that what you do matters and is important.



Social Media Advocacy

Download our toolkit and use pre-
written messaging + designed 
infographics to make your case on 
social media!

Toolkit available on the 
NAHM Resources page

https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-month/resources-national-arts-humanities-month


Talking to the Media

• Write an op-ed or a letter to the editor and submit it to your community newspaper 
for publication.

• Customize our press release template with information about your celebrations and 
send it to local media outlets.

• Publications often have long lead times – start work on these now to be ready for 
October!

• Download media resources from the NAHM website and contact Inga Vitols, 
Director of Press and Media Relations, if you have questions or want more 
information – press@artsusa.org

Your local newspaper, TV or radio station can be an accessible and influential 
channel to get your message in front of a large audience.

https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-month/resources-national-arts-humanities-month
mailto:press@artsusa.org


#ShowYourArt2021

• Download the theme graphic and post in 
September to promote the challenge.

• If possible, plan posts ahead of time and pre-
schedule to make it easier. Don’t worry about 
posting every single day if you don’t have the 
capacity.

• Try to be as inclusive as possible.

• Get creative and have fun!

Challenge yourself and your followers to 
Show Your Art every day in October!

Theme graphics are available on the Show Your Art page of the NAHM website.

https://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-month/show-your-art
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